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Activity Title & Short Description Collage Self-Portraits: Students will reflect on both their 
personal story in order to create a collaged self-portrait. 
Students will then reflect on the visual portrait they 
made and use poetry templates to write an artist 
statement to describe their work.

Materials & Resources Paper, Scissors, Glue, Colored pencils/Markers/
Crayons, Magazine/Newspaper/Book clippings, 
Photographs, Paint, 

Objective/s 
Students will learn how to____

Students will learn to use collage as a means of visual 
self-expression. 
Students will learn to take their own personality/looks/
story and represent that visually through collage. 
Students will learn new technical skills: color-mixing, 
drawing skills, and new materials. 
Students will learn how to think critically and 
conceptually about visual art. 
Students will learn about an array of different artists. 
Students will learn how to analyze and discuss artwork 
with others. 
Students will learn how to discuss their artwork and art-
making process through an artist statement. 
Students will learn how to participate in a community 
art-making setting.

Prior Learning  
What skills and knowledge do you 
know, or think, your students may 
already have before starting this 
lesson? 

Students may know what self-portraits are, what 
collage is, and how to use basic art tools such as 
scissors and glue.

Demonstration 
Must include:  

● Association - broaden your 
students' frame of reference 
(culture, history, artistry, etc.)  

● Visualization - broaden your 
students' understanding of 
how to manipulate tools and 
materials.

Show different artists interpretations of self-portraiture: 
John Coplans (photographer), Remedios Varos 
(painter), and Wangechi Mutu (collage artist). 
Discuss different interpretations of self-portraiture. 
Discuss the ways in which different mediums can 
convey different ideas. 
Discuss the way art can reflect our own personal 
stories, emotions, social issues, etc. 
Discuss the way writing can help articulate our work via 
artist statements.

Recap 
Sum up for your students what you 
just walked them through. Are they 
ready to start? How will you know? 

Ask and answer any questions. 
Make sure everyone is comfortable with tools. 
Make sure everyone is comfortable with the 
assignment. 
Summarize the assignment at the beginning of each 
class.



 

Collaged self-
portrait, by 
student Gerry

Transition to Student Work 
Give directions on how students 
should or could begin their work, 
and think about how you may need 
to walk them through each step 
along the way. 

4pm: Go through plan for the day & introduce artists. 
4:15pm: Gather materials for collage. Answer any 
questions. Go over any technical lessons. 
4:45-5:30pm: Work on collage self-portraits. Answer 
any questions along the way.

Closure/Critique 
What questions can you ask your 
students that will help them, and you 
know they have satisfied your 
criteria for this lesson?

What have you gained from this experience? Creating 
with others? Engaging in discussion on art?  
What are some new ways we can think about art? 
What have you taken away from the artists we 
discussed? 
How has the experience of working with collage felt in 
terms of your own self-expression? 
What have you learned technically? Summarize some 
of the things we have learned and practiced together. 
Do you feel writing has helped you discuss your work 
with others? If so, how? 
Do you feel your understanding of art, both technically 
and conceptually, has improved? 


